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FLORENCE B. KANE LEGACY SOCIETY
The Providence Art Club recognizes the following Legacy Society members who 
have made provisions in their estate plans to provide a gift for the benefit of our 

beloved Club to carry out its mission “For Art Culture”

Your Club has maintained an active program in the visual arts, through wars and 
depressions, for over a century. We are continually grateful to those members whose 
thoughtful generosity has made it possible for the Club to increase both its programs 
and membership. With the ever increasing costs and growing burden of maintaining 
our delightful but ancient buildings, the need for additional income becomes 
imperative.
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BEQUESTS AND GIFTS

1914 Isaac C. Bates
1925 John S. Sargent
1938 Albert H. Whitin
1944 G. Richmond Parsons
1947 Alfred L. Lustig
1956 Arthur N. Peaslee
1956 Florence Brevoort   
 Kane
1961 Charles A. McDonald
1962 William E. Brigham
1970 C. Prescott Knight, Jr
1971 J. Banigan Sullivan
1971 Mrs. Austin Levy
1973 Bertha B. Harris
1974 Loraine J. Swan
1974 William A. Heath
1975 Ruth Ely
1978 Dr. Roland    
 Hammond, MD

2003 W. Chesley    
 Worthington
2004 Marjorie Bradshaw
2006 Barbara Kerr Calder
2007 Mary M. Campbell
2007 Charlotte Wetherell
2007 Edith Erlenmeyer
2011 Allen M. Johnson
2013 Frederick R.    
 Griffiths
2014 Arlene I. Wilson
2017 Frank & Mary
 Castelnovo
2016 Milton P. Hannah
2019 Barnet Fain
2019 Dr. Alfredo R.   
 Esparza, MD
2023 Eunice B Claflin

1978 Bradford F. Swan
1979 Eleanor Parker
 Anderson
1979 Elizabeth M.   
 Farnsworth
1980 Exene R. Meyersahn
1980 Dana Rice
1985 Rachel B. Adams
1985 Helen T. Batchelder
1986 Sarah Minchin Barker
1986 Antonio Cirino
1990 Mrs. John Carter   
 Brown Washburn
1994 Dorothy F. Humphrey
1997 Stella Halit
1999 Louise B. Mackenzie
2001 Ruth W. Findley
2003 David Aldrich
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Because the Providence Art Club is classified by the Internal Revenue Service as a 
non-profit institution under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, donations 
to the Club of cash or property can be regarded as charitable gifts. These donations are 
vitally important to the Art Club, which supports its yearly operations with the 
income from its endowment.

Yearly giving, as well as wills and bequests, can be considered a charitable gift. The 
Club Treasurer can supply further information concerning tax advantages for 
donations to the Club. Gifts of property to be retained by the Club should be directed 
to the attention of the Collections Committee. 

SUGGESTED FORM OF BEQUESTS AND GIFTS 
I give and bequeath to the Providence Art Club, incorporated by the General 
Assembly of the State of Rhode Island at its January Session, 1880, located in the City 
of Providence, the sum of_______________ to be applied to the uses and purposes of 
said Corporation.

The Providence Art Club is a 501(c)3 non profit corporation. It is suggested that you discuss 
with your financial advisor the relative tax advantages of bequests, gifts of cash, securities, etc., 
for the present and ultimate benefit of the Providence Art Club. 
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The Board of Managers is pleased to continue with an in-person Annual Meeting; 
however, all voting will be conducted remotely by electronic ballot only. Prior to the 
Annual Meeting, certain reports not included herein will be available on the Members’ 
web portal for review.

Please click on the following Link, which will include additional reports not included 
herein (when available), the Ballot, and biographies for the candidates for the Board of 
Managers. 

Please remember to vote prior to Tuesday, June 9, 2025, deadline. There will be no 
in-person voting on the day of the Annual meeting.

CALL TO ORDER: President’s Greetings – Lorraine Hynes

Approval of MINUTES of the June 11, 2025 Annual Meeting.
Minutes of the previous Annual Meeting – June 11, 2025 – Caroline Reed, Secretary

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:
Treasurer’s Report – Steve Lunt
Secretary’s Report – Caroline Reed 
Nomination Report – Susan Aitcheson 
General Manager – Seb Borges 

The following additional reports will not be read at the Annual meeting but will be 
available on the members portal prior to the meeting.

Archives & Collections Committee: Nancy Whipple Grinnell, Chair
Art Committee: Anne Wert, Chair and Ann Thacher, Vice-Chair
Arts Qualifications Committee: Merle Poulton and David Witbeck, Co-Chairs

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
PROVIDENCE ART CLUB

AGENDA - posted May 4, 2026
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Café Committee: Lisa Browning, Chair and Roberta Wexler Ehrlich, Vice-Chair
Development Committee: Gail A. Ginnetty, Chair
Education Committee: Nickerson Miles, Chair and Angel Dean, Vice Chair
Entertainment Committee: Chris Ratcliffe
Finance Committee: Steve Lunt, Chair
Galleries: Michael Rose, Gallery Manager
Governance Committee: Susan Aitcheson and Caroline Reed, Co-Chairs
House Committee: Tom Monahan and Audrey Monahan, Co-Chairs
Investment Committee: Frederick R. Mattis, Chair
Membership Committee: Judy Vilmain and Suzanne O’Shea, Co-Chairs
Property Committee: Clark Schoettle, Chair
Travel Committee: Nancy Springett and Anne Carty, Co-Chairs

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Dues Increase – Voting Results (Ballot Question)
As per Article II, Section 2.04 Dues and Fees of the Providence Art Club Constitution, 
the following dues increase will be effective at the beginning of the new month, July 1, 
2025. The results for this ballot question will be announced at the Annual meeting.

 *All assessments will remain the same.
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2. Elections of Board Members – Voting Results
The Board of Managers and Governance Committee are pleased to nominate the 
following individuals in accordance with Article III Section 3.03, Nominations and 
Elections, of the Constitution of the Providence Art Club.  The results for the election 
of Managers will be announced at the Annual meeting.

For three-year terms to the Board of Managers, expiring in June 2029:
 New Managers:
  Kristen Adamo (PA 2021)
  Carl Helmetag (PA 2011)
  Nancy Vignola (AR 2022)
 Second Term:
  Rebecca Riley (PA 2016)

3. Life Membership Announcement
4. Presentation of Art Club Medal

QUESTION / RESPONSES: 
Please submit questions for the Board of Managers, if any, by Monday, May 25, 2026, 
by sending them to Julia Johnstone at julia@providenceartclub.org. The responses will 
be read at the Annual Meeting. 

PRESIDENT’S CLOSING REMARKS - Lorraine Hynes

ADJOURNMENT
Please don’t forget to make your reservations for the Strawberry Festival following the 
Annual meeting by contacting reservations@providenceartclub.org. You may bring 
one guest, only, and must make a reservation for that guest at the time that you make 
your own reservation. 

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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As the 49th President of the Art Club it is my honor to welcome you to the 145th 
annual gathering of members. We come together –artists, patrons, arts professionals – 
to celebrate the extraordinary legacy we inherited from those who founded the Club 
in 1880. These cultural leaders understood the power of art, the value of camaraderie, 
and the need to build an institution to advance art culture. Tonight, we again honor 
their work and pledge ourselves to remain worthy stewards of this remarkable 
institution for years to come.

First and foremost, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our General Manager 
Seb Borges and his talented staff. Their dedication to enhancing the members’ 
experience is seen in both the everyday details and the larger initiatives that shape our 
club experience. From thoughtful service to a willingness to adapt and improve, their 
efforts do not go unnoticed. The strength of any organization lies in its people, and we 
are fortunate to have a team so committed to excellence and gracious service.

This year at the PAC has been marked by challenges, progress, and renewed 
commitment to the “member experience.”

• Finances - Again, the challenging finances of this member supported Club have been 
carefully monitored by the Board of Managers and Finance Committee with an eye 
toward responsible management and future sustainability.  

• Gallery - Thoughtfully curated exhibitions, creatively developed and managed by 
Michael Rose and the Art Committee, ensure that the Club remains a dynamic 
environment where creativity and community intersect.

• Education – With the assistance of Saman Sajasi, the Education Committee has 
developed engaging programs and meaningful learning opportunities, providing 
spaces for inspiration and membership engagement. 

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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• Café - Our Café, led by Chef Scott, his team and Café Committee, continues to be a 
highlight of our membership experience and the heartbeat of the Club’s social 
engagement. 

• Our Historical Home – Under the dedicated leadership of Clark Schoettle, the 
Property Committee diligently maintains the Club’s historic buildings.  They 
oversee necessary capital improvements to the buildings and grounds while 
maintaining the Club’s historic character.  

• In addition, increased parking spaces have already made a noticeable difference in 
accessibility and convenience. This investment reflects our ongoing commitment to 
practical enhancements that support daily use and member satisfaction.

• Auction – We are grateful to the Collections Committee, and its dedicated leadership 
of Charlie Wharton, Cathy Bert and the late Dan Mechnig, for executing a 
remarkably successful fund raiser.  The funds raised ensure that the art in the Club’s 
significant collection will be well cared for in the years to come.  We appreciate the 
staff, volunteers, donors, and bidders whose generosity and enthusiasm made this 
event such an outstanding success.

• The Blizzard of 2026 brought significant disruption to the operations of the Club, yet 
it also highlighted the strength and camaraderie of our community.  In the face of 
these severe weather challenges, the staff and members alike demonstrated 
flexibility, patience and a shared purpose.

• We were also deeply affected by the tragic events at Brown University and 
welcomed the opportunity to be a good neighbor to the few students who sheltered 
in our building.  Moments like this remind us that we are part of a broader 
community.  Our thoughts remain with all those impacted.
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Equally important is the continued evolution of our leadership. This year marked a 
thoughtful succession of board members, ensuring both continuity and fresh 
perspective. I am grateful to Bill Lane and Caroline Reed for their dedicated service 
to the Club. They were valued members of the Executive Committee and made 
substantial contributions to the work of the Club.

Bill Lane brought integrity, professionalism and the spirit of collaboration to every 
decision.  His willingness to listen to and engage both staff and Board colleagues has 
been greatly appreciated.

Caroline Reed is a true leader and coordinator, with superior attention to detail.  Her 
organizational skills and steadfast support of her colleagues have been invaluable to 
all of us on the Board. The future of the Club will be well served by her exceptional 
minutes, detailed letters and policy descriptions.

I welcome new members who bring energy and ideas for the future.
• Carl Helmetag, Returning
• Nancy Vignola
• Kristen Adamo
• Rebecca Riley, Second term

Now we look forward to the new year ahead with some clear priorities:
• Commitment to enhancing the members’ experience and ensuring that the Club 

continues to provide exceptional value and engagement opportunities for all 
members

• Identifying and addressing strategic issues critical to our Club’s future
• Preserving and maintaining our historic buildings

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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• Developing strategies for welcoming and engaging new members
• Continuing to develop timely opportunities to improve Club finances, operations 

and membership offerings

While the day-to-day operations of the Club are in the capable hands of Seb and his 
staff, the Board of Managers, the active volunteer Committees, each member – each of 
you – plays a vital role in making PAC the vibrant institution it truly is. By taking 
classes, attending programs and events, bringing in new members, participating in the 
Club’s social life, and volunteering your time and talents each of you strengthens the 
institution and enriches the member experience.

On this evening of PAC’s 145th Annual Meeting, we come together knowing that the 
founder’s magnificent legacy to us is thriving and that we are the worthy stewards 
needed to guarantee its success for years to come.

Lorraine Hynes
49th President, Providence Art Club

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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The Collections Committee met in person in May, June and October 2025 and January 
2026. The Committee consists of Nancy Whipple Grinnell, Chair; Jason Beene, Patrick 
Anthony Caffrey, Claudia Iannuccilli, Ted Mattis, Alice Miles, Jon Small, Alice 
Tingley, and Charles Wharton.

The official name of the Collections Committee has changed to the Archives & 
Collections Committee, which seemed fitting as the two are integrally related.  During 
the year we welcomed new member Jason Beene; accepted the resignation of Chris 
Ratcliffe; and tragically lost beloved member Dan Mechnig, who had been a legendary 
advocate for the PAC Collection. 

The focus of the Archives & Collections Committee this year was the Auction to be 
held in support of the collection. Charles Wharton worked tirelessly to bring a variety 
of interesting and important work to be sold. He led the effort to organize and 
publicize the Auction. With the death of Dan Mechnig, Catherine Little Bert and Ted 
Mattis stepped in to coordinate efforts. Cathy Bert brought in Auctioneer Josh Eldred 
and her professional expertise was greatly appreciated. PAC member David Franklin 
brought his knowledge and talents to intake and set up for the Auction which took 
place on September 20, 2025, in the Auxiliary building. It raised over $150, 000 for the 
collection. Ted Mattis, who is also Chair of Investments Committee designated part of 
the funds raised to be available and the rest invested for future collection needs.

Work on inventorying, cataloging and caring for the collection and archives 
continued. Fourteen art works were de-accessioned and sold at the Auction. They 
were either deemed redundant, not relevant or not in the best condition. Providence 
Picture Frame matted and framed another significant group of PAC works on paper 
that needed archival mats and new frames. They are exhibited in the downstairs 
corridor.

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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In April Nancy Grinnell attended an educational meeting of committee heads. At its 
May meeting, members of the Collections Committee invited the Governance 
Committee to discuss the PAC’s new mission. Some members of the Collections 
Committee attended a meeting in August with selected Board members to discuss 
increased access to information on the collection for members.  

The results of the year’s many meetings and connections, as well as the successful 
auction, resulted in a Three-Year Plan devised by the Collections Committee and 
presented to the Board in January 2026. The plan proposes to establish an endowment 
for the collection, make the collection more accessible to members and guests, 
continue professional collections care including acquiring appropriate equipment and 
strategizing about future acquisitions. 

During 2025-2026 the Collections Committee gratefully accepted 
the following into the collection:
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A stunning portrait of early PAC member Gertrude 
Parmalee by her teacher Sydney Burleigh.

SYDNEY R. BURLEIGH, PORTRAIT OF 
GERTRUDE PARMALEE (CADY),  c.1898
Oil on canvas, Gift of Dr. Blake and Dorothy Cady

Known for her watercolors, Gertrude Parmalee 
(later Cady) was an early member of the PAC; this 
image is of her studio in the Fleur de Lys building.

GERTRUDE PARMALEE (CADY), STUDIO 
INTERIOR, FLEUR DE LYS,  1899
Watercolor on paper, Gift of Dr. Blake and Dorothy 
Cady

ARCHIVES & COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
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This lithograph by longtime PAC 
Member Percy Albee joins his paintings 
in the collection. While his wife, Grace 
Albee, was known for her wood 
engravings, Percy Albee’s lithographs 
were also important.

PERCY ALBEE,  OLD STREET IN 
CANNES,  1929
Lithograph, Gift of Bert Gallery

This well known image of Newport's harbor 
and Beacon Rock mansion is a valued 
addition to the collection by PAC Member 
and printmaking virtuoso William Drury

WILLIAM HOLLAND DRURY,  BEACON 
ROCK, 1930
Etching, Gift of Bert Gallery

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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This realist still life was exhibited in 
member Robert Contois’s 1978 exhibition 
at the Club. View it with other still lifes in 
the spaces outside of the kitchen.

ROBERT CONTOIS,  BEETS,  1976
Oil on canvas, Gift of Terry Van Heusen

ARCHIVES & COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
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Lyn Hayden is a mixed media artist and PAC past member who served as Associate Curator of the 
Brown University Herbarium. This portfolio interprets through photographic prints the Mexican 
orchids collected by C.G. Pringle, an eccentric Vermont collector who annually traveled to Mexico to 
acquire specimens. 

LYN HADEN, THE MEXICAN ORCHIDS OF C.J. PRINGLE,  2016
Portfolio Box of 6 Archival Inkjet prints, Gift of the artist

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Whipple Grinnell, Chair
Archives & Collections Committee

ARCHIVES & COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
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The Art Committee continues to proudly support the Providence Art Club’s three 
galleries in fulfilling the club’s mission. The goal is always to have a variety of 
opportunities for our members to show their work, and also to engage with the wider 
art community. 

The 2025-26 exhibition schedule met both of these goals. The member exhibits 
included: the Miniatures show and Spring Forward themed shows; an Arts 
Professional show; Fall and Spring Members’ shows with 5K in awards at each; 121st 
Little Picture show; Class and Instructor show; New Member show; and many 
individual and small group exhibitions. 

The community exhibits included the prestigious 2025 National Show, RI University 
Faculty show, the 5th Annual Community Invitational, and the Biennial College 
Exhibition. Bert Crenca’s show resulted in many sales as well. We are always looking 
to explore partnerships with other national and regional art organizations and 
welcome members’ suggestions and connections. 

Highlights of the year included: prestigious jurors; high representation of members in 
our 2025 National Show; over 800 works sold and over 180K in sales at the 121st Little 
Pictures Sale and Show; the Class and Instructor show in all three galleries resulted in 
more than 7K in sales. The committee also worked behind the scenes updating AI 
wording in our call for entries, and streamlining the named awards for our member 
and national shows. 

We rely on our diverse and connected membership to spread the word and to attend 
the many openings and other gallery events that keep our galleries as the premier 
galleries in Providence and the region. We won Best of Rhode Island Awards for Best 
Gallery in Providence again this year. 

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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The Art Committee members purposely represent a variety of artistic mediums. Our 
members are: Phil Gruppuso, Warren Jagger, Ann Thacher (vice-chair), Anne P. Wert 
(chair), Karin Forde Whittemore, Kendra Bidwell Ferriera, Izzy Rodriquez, Valerie 
Albert Weingard, Sari Camlot Litwin, and we welcomed Nancy Vignola to the 
committee this year. The committee also wishes to thank retired committee members 
Elizabeth Crane Swartz, and Marguerite DeLucia Hall for their participation. Special 
thanks to Carol FitzSimonds who is stepping off after more than two decades of 
service, including chair, of the art committee. The committee also wishes to thank 
Michael Rose and his talented staff for their dedication and hard work. And our final 
thanks goes to Seb and his great crew including Rui, Anderson, Esther, and others 
essential in keeping our gallery spaces so beautifully maintained. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Anne P. Wert, Chair and Michael Rose, Gallery Manager
Art Committee

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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The Arts Qualifications Committee is comprised of: Marjorie Ball, Sandra Basille, Del 
Bouree Bach, Alice Benvie Gebhart, Ruth Davis, Nancy Gaucher-Thomas, Mimo 
Gordon Riley, Claudia Iannuccilli, David Lee Black, Craig Masten, Merle Mainelli 
Poulton (co-chair), David Witbeck (co-chair), Michael Rose (staff)

Purpose:
The Arts Qualifications Committee is comprised of a panel of art professional 
members and exhibiting artist members representing a variety of mediums. 
Committee members participate in an open unbiased discussion regarding the 
strength of the application. Co-Chairs then recommend to the Board of Managers 
those who qualify to join as Artist Members. 

The committee met monthly to review applications seeking membership at the 
Providence Art Club for Exhibiting Artist and Arts Professional membership (as well 
as member applications seeking transfer of status), to determine acceptance and 
status. 

Artwork: 
Applications are evaluated using the rubric scale the following criteria:
• Overall quality and consistency in design within a body of work
• Originality and artistic vision
• Technical proficiency and craftsmanship
• All work submitted has been completed in the past three years
• Quality of the presentation including framing and photography of digital images
• Resume, professional experience including exhibition history (if any), list of 

participation in juried exhibitions, awards, commissions, grants, fellowships, etc.
• Strength and completeness of application
• Quality of sponsor letters

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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This year the AQC implemented using two separate rubric scoring sheets for 
Exhibiting Artist and Arts Professional applications. AQ Committee members also add 
notes on their sheets and we usually finish with a lively discussion per each 
application. These sheets are collected, tallied, and notes are often quoted on 
applicant’s letters.

We have asked for an $800 budget for the 2026-2027 year to facilitate a Meet & Greet 
Open House program open to all members, potential new sponsors and the public 
interested in becoming a PAC Exhibiting Artist or Arts Professional member. A slide 
presentation and panel discussion about the application process and what our 
committee expects to receive on all applications. Hopefully all AQ Committee 
members will be present to answer any questions about their AQ credentials. 
Date: TBD

During the 6/2025-5/2026 PAC season, the committee approved the portfolios of:

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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MAY 2026:
Robin Schuldt – Exhibiting Artist
 
APRIL 2026:
Samantha Becker – Exhibiting Artist 
(transfer of status)
Jessica Helfand – Arts Professional
 
MARCH 2026: 
Terri Haas – Arts Professional
 
FEBRUARY 2026:
Ian Mohon - Exhibiting Artist 
Susan Egan Cromie – Arts Professional 
Pamela Bhatia – Arts Professional 

JANUARY 2026:
Ed Rose - Exhibiting Artist 
Carol Beck - Exhibiting Artist
(transfer of status)

DECEMBER 2025:
Carol McClees - Exhibiting Artist
Rebecca Stockdill – Exhibiting Artist 
(transfer of status)

NOVEMBER 2025:
Suzanne O’Shea - Exhibiting Artist 
(transfer of status)

ARTS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE
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We would like to thank the members of the committee for their experience and 
thoughtful participation every month reviewing applications. A special thanks to Julia 
Johnstone and Michael Rose for coordinating the materials reviewed and offering their 
support to the entire Arts Qualifications Committee. 

Respectfully submitted,
Merle Mainelli Poulton and David Witbeck, Co-Chairs
Arts Qualifications Committee
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DECEMBER 2025:
Carol McClees - Exhibiting Artist
Rebecca Stockdill – Exhibiting Artist 
(transfer of status)

NOVEMBER 2025:
Suzanne O’Shea - Exhibiting Artist 
(transfer of status)

OCTOBER 2025:
Melaine Ferdinand-King – Arts 
Professional
Lucy Yan - Exhibiting Artist 
 
SEPTEMBER 2025:
NO MEETING

AUGUST 2025:
Marion White - Arts Professional
Mahla Ebrahimpour - Arts Professional  
Leslie Grant - Exhibiting Artist 
(transfer of status)

JULY 2025:
NO MEETING
 
JUNE 2025:
Lorenzo Apicella - Arts Professional  
Emily Robichaud - Arts Professional  
Libby Slader - Arts Professional 
George Thrush - Arts Professional  
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Committee Members: Lisa Browning (Chair), Roberta Wexler Ehrlich (Vice Chair), Seb 
Borges, Scott King, Bruce Tillinghast, Michael Manni, and Shawn Kenney

The Café Committee reports a year of strong operational progress, increased event 
activity, and expanded programming. While overall revenue and engagement grew 
significantly, rising labor costs ultimately impacted the Café’s bottom line.

Through an ambitious schedule of events and enhanced booking efforts, led by Seb 
Borges, total café income increased over the prior year. Food costs were carefully 
managed and remained consistent with last year’s levels, reflecting improved 
purchasing and inventory practices. However, increased labor expenses outpaced 
revenue gains, resulting in a net operating loss for the year.

Café lunches continue to be reasonably priced, providing an added benefit to 
members. New menu items, including healthy options, were introduced to enhance 
the dining experience. Instructors were encouraged to promote lunch at the Club, 
which helped increase participation, support revenue, and foster camaraderie in 
alignment with the Club’s mission.

Events and Revenue Growth
A key driver of activity this year was the increase in event bookings and attendance. 
Weddings, private functions, repeat client engagements, and popular in-house dinners 
and brunches contributed to strong top-line revenue growth. High-performing events 
included community partnerships, memorial gatherings, and specialty programs for 
patrons. Member-focused initiatives—particularly Sunday brunches and themed 
dinners—saw strong attendance and created valuable opportunities to pair cultural 
programming with dining experiences, further distinguishing the Club from 
competing venues.

145th Annual Meeting - June 10, 2026
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Staffing and Operations
The Café achieved full kitchen staffing during the year, including the addition of a 
Pastry Chef, Sous Chef, and new waitstaff. The onboarding of Event Coordinator 
Benjamin Borges enhanced event execution, bar performance, and overall client 
experience. These operational gains are attributed to improved bar management, 
curated wine offerings, and better integration of beverage service into event planning.
Operational investments included the purchase of additional service equipment to 
support increased event volume. The committee also identified a critical infrastructure 
need: replacement of the kitchen floor, estimated at over $30,000, to be scheduled with 
consideration for operational disruption.

Outlook
Looking ahead, the committee sees opportunities to expand use of the rooftop deck for 
events, further integrate dining with programming, and continue attracting outside 
bookings.

With a strong events calendar, experienced staff, and a continued focus on operational 
efficiency, the Café is positioned to translate revenue growth into improved financial 
performance. The committee remains confident that careful cost management and 
strategic event planning will strengthen both profitability and the overall member 
experience.

Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Browning, Chair
Café Committee
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The Development Committee was formed in late 2019 with the following purpose:
To support the Art Club’s mission and assist in ensuring the Club has sufficient funding for its 
long-term financial sustainability by recognizing and encouraging the long-standing tradition 
of philanthropy among our members. Assist with the implementation and development of 
philanthropic opportunities and educate members on how to participate.

Highlights of Past Year Activities 

• We would like to thank Ann Gralnek for her years of service on the Development 
Committee as she decided to step down last Fall. We welcomed our new member 
Brent Runyon, a member of the Board of Managers, to our committee in August.

• The 2025 summary of gifts to PAC that is in the yearbook indicates that last year 
PAC received a total of $91,307 from 29 donations for various purposes including 
operations, support for expenses related to the auction, the PAC endowment, the 
celebration of birthdays and anniversaries, and the Bannister Community Art 
Project. Gifts ranged in size from $20 to $25,000 and many were made in memory or 
in honor of members. Included in this total is a grant that was received from 
Preserve RI to fund repairs made to the Fleur de Lys building. Not reflected in the 
$91,307 total is the year end generosity of so many members who supported the 
employee holiday fund.

• In late 2024 the Board of Managers elected to move a small portion of monies from 
PAC's investment portfolio to create a new board designated endowment. As of 
12/31/25 the balance of this endowment was $119,215. 

• This past year the recognition plaque to honor our past members who have 
remembered PAC in their estate plan was unveiled at our June annual meeting by 
President Lorraine Hynes. The names listed on this beautiful gold leaf framed sign 
are all members of the Florence B. Kane legacy Society.  A picture is included below. 
It currently hangs in Angel’s lane.
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• Over the coming weeks, all members will receive a mailing which provides 
interesting details about Florence B. Kane along with how you can become a 
member of this Legacy Society.

As of 12/31/2025, the mortgage retirement fund had a balance of $136,316. Gifts to this 
fund are still encouraged as there still will be a remaining mortgage balance which 
comes due in May 2028.

Our endowment at the RI Foundation had a balance of $306,604 as of 12/31/2025. 

A reminder for us all. There’s something that not just artists can create – and that’s 
your legacy. Please feel free to contact any of our committee members if you would 
like to explore ideas on how you can support PAC today and in the future.

Thank you to the committee members for their ongoing contributions of time and 
wisdom: Nancy Gaucher-Thomas, Vera Gierke, Ted Mattis, Wells Pile, Brent Runyon, 
Betsy Zimmerman. Our committee would not be able to fulfill our mission without the 
support from both Julia Johnstone and Michael Rose along with other members of the 
PAC staff.

A special thank you to all PAC members for the many ways you gave your financial 
support to the Club this past year.

Respectfully Submitted,
Gail A. Ginnetty, Chair
Development Committee
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Members of the Board and Members of the Providence Art Club:

During the past year, the following people have served on the Education Committee: 
Anne Carty, Angel Dean (vice chair), Wayne Franklin, Susan Kelly, Nickerson Miles, 
and Kirsten Sue Sorensen. Club staff include Saman Sajasi, Seb Borges, and Michael 
Rose.

Education is a key element of the overall Art Club experience. Saman Sajasi, the Club’s 
education coordinator, continues to do an exceptional job of building the educational 
program—a job that includes recruiting and working with instructors, coordinating 
calendars, publishing course offerings, registering members for courses, and working 
with the committee to expand PAC’s programming. And expand it we did—not just in 
the number of courses but in their variety.
• Fall Term 2025: 321 enrolled in 26 courses 
• Winter Term 2026: 353 enrolled in 27 courses
• Spring Term 2026: 322 enrolled in 25 courses
• The upcoming summer offerings include 15 workshops and weekly open studios.

New offerings during the past year (designed to appeal to a greater number of 
members) included: weaving, color pencil, cold wax, travel photography, history of 
surrealism, playing the ukulele, and exploring works in the PAC Collection. Of course, 
our regular painting courses, taught by favorite instructors, continue to serve as a 
foundation of our education program. As for summer workshops, we have both new 
and popular returning instructors, including: Shibori dyeing with Sue Fox Mitrano, 
the Narrative Figure with Julie Gearan, pastels with Allision Krajcik, collage with 
Kevin Gilmore, and color pencil with Kendra Ferreira.
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The committee is indebted to its stellar faculty of art instructors, but also to the Club’s 
staff who maintain the studios and enable students to park easily—and provide the 
lunches that reinforce the camaraderie of the classroom.

Our “Muse on the Move” series of curated tours of special exhibits in regional 
museums included trips to the Highfield Hall & Gardens in Falmouth in October, the 
new Westerly Museum of American Impressionism in March, and Boston’s Isabella 
Stewart Gardner in April.

The committee is also managing a new member initiative this year—the PAC Guilds. 
These are essentially “clubs within the Club,” and can target to any number of artistic 
endeavors. The inaugural three guilds during the Spring Term have focused on local 
theater productions, broadcast opera, and art collectors.

Respectfully submitted,
Nickerson Miles, Chair
Education Committee
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The Providence Art Club marked its 146th anniversary with a richly imagined 
Founder’s Night on February 20, 2026, an evening that blended immersive theater, 
living history and festive celebration. Guests were welcomed into Rosa Peckham’s 
studio not merely as observers, but as her students, setting the tone for a warm and 
engaging experience. Before the formal program began, attendees mingled at a 
cocktail gathering where costumed performers, fully in character, offered glimpses of 
their historical counterparts through lively conversation and period-inspired charm. 
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The 45-minute performance unfolded as a series of artist “visits,” each bringing a 
distinct voice and perspective to the stage. Highlights included Sydney Burleigh, 
builder of the Fleur de Lys Studio, whose presence underscored the physical and 
creative foundations of the Club, and Isaac Bates, remembered as one of its great 
benefactors, who reflected on stewardship and legacy. Eleanor Talbot offered a 
memorable anecdote about her “casket,” later revealed to be an ornate box for holding 
jewels, adding a playful note of misdirection. Charlotte Perkins Stetson Gilman spoke 
about the writing of The Yellow Wallpaper, reflecting on the psychological intensity 
and social constraints that shaped her work. Charles Walter Stetson described the 
difficulty of “groveling” to sell a painting, offering a candid look at the vulnerabilities 
of an artist’s livelihood.

A culminating ensemble moment underscored the enduring spirit of artistic dialogue, 
with Rosa Peckham reminding her “students” that the Club is not simply a place, but 
an ongoing conversation. With thoughtful staging, period inspired design, and a 
talented cast, the evening offered a vivid tribute to the legacy and continued vitality of 
the Providence Art Club.

Respectfully submitted,
Chris Ratcliffe
Entertainment Committee
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The galleries of the Providence Art Club displayed the work of more than 150 artists 
during the more than 30 exhibitions of the 2025 - 2026 season. The galleries of the Art 
Club continue to be a source of public and member engagement.

In November and December of 2024, the Club hosted the 120th Annual Little Pictures 
Show & Sale. The exhibition was a great success, with sales totaling over $180,000. The 
success of Little Pictures continues to show that the Art Club is one of the most 
popular gallery spaces in the region. 

Below are highlights of just a few items we have worked on over the last year.
• The galleries hosted an average of 3 artists’ talks, demos, and lectures each month 

with about 20 – 50 attendees at each event.
• National Open Juried Exhibition 2025 - juried by curator Jane Dini of the Norman 

Rockwell Museum. Our National Show continues to be one of the most competitive 
of its kind and a great source of engagement for PAC to a broader audience.

• Fall Members Exhibition, juried for prizes by Nina Mollo, Assistant Director of 
Copley Society

• Class and Instructor Show – celebrating work made in over 70 classes and 
workshops.

• New Year, New Members’ Show – featuring the work of over a dozen new artists.
• Winter Members’ Show, juried for prizes by Paul Michael, gallery director of Lyme 

Art Association.
• Fifth Annual Community Invitational Exhibition – sharing the work of prominent 

non-member artists and emerging professionals from our community.

Looking forward, in June the Club will host our National Open Juried Show in June 
and July. This show received over 860 entries from across the nation.
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The Galleries have been promoted through paid and free calendar listings and have 
earned features in print, on radio, and television. Gallery staff continue to diligently 
promote the work of Art Club artists on social media and we have grown our 
footprint in the digital realm, to the benefit of the Galleries and our exhibitions. Our 
total social media following exceeds 15,000 followers.

I would like to acknowledge the many contributions of those who have supported the 
Galleries during the last season. I am grateful to our whole gallery team with special 
thanks to current assistants Alyssa Bohorquez, Naylea Hernandez, Cameron Smith, 
Ava Moniz, Tammer Nassiff, Emily Ortiz, Charlie Usadi, and other temporary helpers 
who make our shows possible.

The continued success of our galleries would not be possible without the ongoing 
support and collaboration of our volunteers, artists, patrons, and other PAC staff. I 
would like to thank all the members of the Art Committee for their guidance and 
advice as well as to numerous other volunteers for the time and effort that they invest 
in supporting the mission of the Club and helping the Galleries to enjoy continued 
success. I would also like to thank all of the artist members for their dedication and 
acknowledge the high level of quality works seen in each exhibition.

In addition, I would like to thank all of my fellow PAC staff for their continued 
support and help with gallery operations. My fellow department heads and their 
teams help us to stay organized and to keep the galleries looking beautiful. Their 
support and professionalism is always appreciated. In closing I would also like to 
thank our Board of Managers for all of their contributions to the Club and its galleries 
as well as their continued enthusiasm and support.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Rose, Gallery Manager
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Committee Members this year:  Susan Aitcheson and Caroline Reed (Co-Chairs), Lisa 
Browning, Meg Curran, Wayne Franklin, Lorraine Hynes, Rebecca Riley 

The Governance Committee is charged in the Constitution with assisting the Board of 
Managers (BOM) in developing and implementing policies and processes for effective 
and efficient governance, screening and nominating committee chairs and committee 
members, and performing other duties as designated by the Board. Additionally, a 
Nominating subcommittee of Governance supports the Board in identifying suitable 
candidates to serve as Managers and Officers.

A key Governance priority is supporting and organizing the Club’s committees. We 
updated the annual Committee list, making it easier to understand who is serving and 
how committees evolve over time by adding updates as they occur during the year. 
We explored ways to welcome more Members into committee work and considered 
how to best support participation and engagement in committees.

Strong progress was made on several important governance policies which were 
recommended to the Board for their consideration, review and approval, including 
Life Membership, the President’s List, Proposed Projects and Their Funding, PAC 
Medal, and Silhouettes. These efforts are helping by documenting the Club’s historic 
practices while creating greater clarity and consistency to longstanding traditions and 
ensuring they remain meaningful for today’s Club. We also began organizing past 
policies into a single accessible resource for future Boards.
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Building for the future was another foundational theme. The Nominating Committee 
worked thoughtfully to identify and encourage new leaders, helping to ensure a 
strong pipeline for the years ahead. We continued to improve the onboarding process 
for Board members, with a well-received orientation session that will be repeated each 
year. Complementing this is Governance’s work updating a new Board member 
mentoring program and written orientation materials. 

In partnership with PAC’s hard-working committees Governance listened closely to 
Member feedback, with one clear takeaway…our Members’ desire for a more 
predictable and visible calendar of events. Work is consistently underway to improve 
planning and communication so Members can more easily take part in Club activities.  
Governance supported the development of additional programming that would 
engage Patrons as well as Artist Members. We encouraged ongoing use of the Club’s 
mission in committee work. And finally, we follow and support the work required for 
planning for the Club’s Annual Meeting.

Looking ahead, we will continue refining policies, improving committee support, and 
strengthening the tools and processes that ultimately help the Club run smoothly.  
Our goal remains the same: to support a vibrant, welcoming, and well-governed 
Providence Art Club for all Members.

We are grateful to all who contributed their time, ideas, and energy this year. 

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Aitcheson and Caroline Reed, Co-Chairs
Lisa Browning, Member
Governance Committee
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Changes to Angell’s Lane.
We have transformed Angell’s Lane significantly the past year, without losing the 
spirit of this sacred space. Some chairs and tables, moved from elsewhere in the club, 
have helped us increase seating capacity, yet maintain the flexibility to have more 
floor space when that’s necessary. We’ve installed “built in” bench seating in the 
piano’s former space, a cozy nook which has been embraced by members.

Changes to the Reading Room
With this space being use increasingly for meeting, including lunch meetings, we now 
have a small center table, which is replaced by larger table as needed. We have also 
brought in a functional, yet stylish serving table.

Changes to the Green Room
We made a few changes to this room to serve member better, while keeping with the 
vision of how it has been decorated and used for years (decades?). New curtains were 
hung in the style of what had been there, but with more technological sophisticated 
fabric. The chairs have been rearranged a round the fireplace and chair cushions are 
now used to preserve the old split seats.

Decorating the Club
Several years ago we transitioned our seasonal floral displays from fresh flowers to 
high-quality artificial alternatives. This shift, prompted by rising costs, has 
significantly reduced expenses while maintaining display.
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Acknowledgments
We’d like to recognize our amazing House Committee for their time, dedication and 
resourcefulness; Patti Wagner-Miller provides leadership in many decorating areas. 
The committee also includes Linda McDermott, Karen Rand Anderson and Alison 
Dale. Plus we always welcome Alda Borges’ perspective and involvement.

Respectfully submitted,
Audrey and Tom Monahan, Co-Chairs
House Committee
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Report for the Fiscal Year April 30, 2025 thru April 30, 2026

The Providence Art Club’s assets, under the Investment Committee’s oversight, 
consists of four separate funds. On April 30, 2026 the Club’s board designated funds 
totaled $3,486,464. The PAC Endowment account stood at $151,758. The Mortgage 
Reduction Fund was at $138,089 and the newly created Collections Fund was $102,971.  
Total assets under management amount to $3,879,282. Cash and cash equivalents 
represent roughly 15% of the combined accounts and the remainder is primarily in 
large cap U.S. equities and index funds. These assets are held, as they have been for 
many years, in no-fee accounts at the Providence investment firm of Brown, Lisle & 
Cummings. 

There were two anonymous donations, totaling $25,000, directed to the PAC 
Endowment and a $35,000 transfer made from board designated funds to the 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. There was also a $100,000 withdrawal from board 
designated funds that was transferred to operations. The Collections Fund was started 
with an additional $100,000 from monies that had been raised at last fall’s auction.  

At the end of April 2025, the combined accounts totaled $3,087,385.  Taking into 
consideration the funds added, withdrawn and transferred, the total return for the 
combined accounts for the fiscal year was $766,897, or about 24.8%. During the same 
period the S&P 500 returned 28.8% while the Dow Jones Industrials added 22%.
The Art Club also benefits from a dedicated endowment account, held at the Rhode 
Island Foundation, totaling over $400,000. The Committee has no direct involvement 
with that fund.
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On August 21, 2025 long term committee member Peter Grim Lisle died. Peter was a 
partner at Brown, Lisle & Cummings and was instrumental in overseeing the Club’s 
investments for decades. His dedication to the Club was clearly demonstrated at the 
August 6th Investment Committee meeting. Although in declining health, Peter 
insisted on attending our regular meeting and just a couple weeks later he passed 
away. His council and his camaraderie have been greatly missed.

The Committee typically meets every two to three months and monitors the portfolio 
on a continuing  basis.

Respectfully submitted,
James Kavney
John Marginson
Frederick Mattis, Chair
Ruth Mullen
Thomas Reilly
Charles Wharton
Investment Committee
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The objective of the Membership Committee is two-fold: to encourage interest, 
participation, and enthusiasm amongst members, and to increase overall membership. 

We welcomed 37 new members this year. It is my pleasure to report that our 
membership stands strong at 650 individuals. 

Of note, last year we saw robust membership gains, whereas in 2026 our growth has 
been more modest. 

In 2025 we reported 41 new members (-4 YOY) and a community of 665 (-15 YOY). As 
shared in previous reports, our committee has noticed a dramatic decline in vetting 
potential members who are new to the area, and this dip has coincided in our 
estimation with less open to the public events. During my first year as Committee 
Co-Chair “off the street” inquiries were steady and numerous resulting in many 
favorable nominations. 

The Committee hosted two events this past year. During the Little Pictures Show we 
held an Art Trivia Night during an Art After Dark event and encouraged members to 
invite friends who might be interested in joining the Art Club. There were delicious 
hors d’oeuvres, and opportunities to win several fabulous prizes. We checked in over 
80 people (both members and non-members), and everyone had a lot of fun.

The second event took place an hour before the opening of the Winter Members 
Exhibition. We reached out to over 90 non-member students taking classes and 
workshops here at the Club and personally invited them to a little gathering with food 
and drink in Angell’s Lane. During this meet and greet we delivered a presentation 
about all the benefits of becoming a member of the Club as well as a behind the scenes 
tour of the property much to everyone’s delight. 
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As a result of these two events the Club has had several people apply and be 
approved for membership and outreach and conversation is ongoing. 

Our next calendar year will be focused on hosting events during the hour before the 
openings of our Members Exhibitions, continued relationship building among our 
student population and concerted brainstorming for new ideas to attract interested 
potential new members. 

I’d like to acknowledge the dedicated individuals serving on the Membership 
Committee: Judy Vilmain as Co-Chair, Samantha Becker, Alison Dale, Leslie Gernt, 
Michael Manni, Joan McConaghy, Paige Magratten, Mimi Read, Dawn Robertson, 
Kathy Tirrell. 

We encourage ALL Members to consider proposing a friend, colleague, or family 
member for membership. The process of proposing a new member is simple. The 
proposer requests an application from Membership Services. All details, including 
membership fees, may be found in the brochure that is available in the lobby or on the 
website under the membership link. Please feel free to contact anyone on the 
committee if you have any questions or concerns regarding the membership or the 
application process. 

In closing, Judy and I would like to express our sincere thanks and gratitude to the 
committee, to our General Manager, Seb Borges and to Alda Borges, Saman Sajasi, 
Julia Johnstone for all their hard work and attention to detail. 

Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne O’Shea, Co-Chair
Membership Committee
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Working under the auspices of the BOM Governance Committee, the Nominating 
Sub-Committee met through the fall and early winter to identify and interview 
candidates to be elected to the BOM in 2026.  

This Committee was co-chaired by Susan Aitcheson and Rebecca Riley, and included 
Kirsten Sorensen, Angel Dean, Carol Began and Chris Ratcliffe.  Their work was 
guided by an assessment of skills and expertise needed to compliment existing Board 
members, an interest in keeping the range of Club membership classifications 
represented on the governing body, and an assessment of the future leadership 
potential of new candidates.  The list of candidates reviewed and interviewed 
included those recommended by members of the BOM and by Club members at large.  
And the process included individuals who have been in the pipeline for BOM 
consideration in the past.  Also considered were past BOM members now eligible for 
service after a one-year hiatus from the Board.  

Below you will find brief summaries of the four candidates being recommended for 
seats on the Board of Managers for 3-year terms beginning June 2026.
 
Slate of Nominees Approved by the Board of Managers on March 18, 2026
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New Members:
Kristin Adamo:  Patron Member 2021

Kristin Adamo is the President and CEO of GoProvidence (Providence Warwick 
Convention & Visitors Bureau), promoting Providence and Warwick, Rhode Island, as 
key tourism, meeting, and convention destinations. She joined the organization in 
2005 as Director of Communications, advanced to VP of Marketing in 2007, and 
became President/CEO in 2019, leading it through the COVID-19 recovery. Under her 
leadership, Providence earned “America’s Favorite City” from Travel + Leisure and 
launched initiatives like Providence Restaurant Weeks. Previously, she handled public 
relations at AddVentures and advancement marketing at Johnson & Wales University. 
Adamo was named to Providence Business News’ “10 Most Influential People” in 
2022 and its “40 Under 40” list earlier; she’s also Rhode Island’s Woman of the Year 
and a Junior Achievement Profile in Excellence winner. She serves on several boards 
including WaterFire Providence, Roger Williams Park Zoo, Rhode Island International 
Film Festival, and the Governor’s Workforce Board, while advocating for downtown 
Providence and local tourism. Adamo uses the Club extensively for personal 
enjoyment, professional lunches and business events. Last fall she hosted the Eastern 
Chapter of the Society of American Travel Writers for dinner and her activities at PAC 
have resulted in significant local and national media attention for the Club.  
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Carl Helmetag:  Patron Member 2011

Carl Helmetag is a seasoned executive with decades of experience in business 
leadership, particularly in sales, startups, and international markets. He was President 
of Skis Dynastar (1976–1996) focusing on European markets, and President of North 
America for HEAD (1996–1999) and UVEX Sports (1999–2010). Additional roles 
include Vice President Sales at Alphamicron, Inc. (2009–2012), a company 
commercializing liquid crystal technology.  Since 1999, he has served as a Director at 
Espey Mfg. & Electronics Corp., a public defense contractor, where he has chaired the 
board as well as the nominating and audit committees. Helmetag has been active in 
the nonprofit sector. He was a Trustee of Newport Art Museum (2014–2021) where he 
served as First Vice President. He also has been the President of the Wharton Club of 
Rhode Island since 2009. He takes art classes at the Club and served two terms as a 
member of the PAC Board of Managers and as Treasurer (2019–2025). He is returning 
to BOM service after a one-year hiatus.
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Nancy M. Vignola: Exhibiting Artist Member 2022

Nancy Vignola is a fine arts painter and creative executive best known for her 
pioneering work at Polo Ralph Lauren. Over a career spanning three decades with the 
company, she gained international recognition as the founding creative executive of 
the Ralph Lauren Home Collection, helping to launch and shape one of the industry’s 
first fully realized lifestyle brands. After her extensive tenure as a senior design leader 
and a divisional President at Ralph Lauren Corporation, Vignola founded Marshall 
Quentin, designing and producing products for luxury resorts and communities and 
consulting globally on branding, resort conception and retail. Today, she is an 
exhibiting fine arts oil painter whose abstract landscapes and expressive use of color 
appear in private collections across the United States and abroad. Vignola has 
continuously taken art classes since joining the Club, exhibits in group shows and 
contributes to Little Pictures. She serves on the Art Committee.
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Second Term:
Rebecca Riley:  Patron Member 2016

Rebecca Riley served nearly 20 years at the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation in Chicago as Program Director and Vice President. She oversaw multi 
million-dollar grant initiatives in community development, urban policy, regional 
planning, arts, culture, and public education. Riley co-founded the Funders Network 
for Smart Growth and Livable Communities and chaired Grantmakers in the Arts. 
After retiring from MacArthur in 2000, she consulted for organizations like 
ABN-AMRO/LaSalle Bank, Annie E. Casey Foundation, Ford Foundation, and The 
Urban Institute. She has extensive nonprofit board experience including WBEZ 
/Chicago NPR, The Regional Plan Association (NY, NJ & CT), and as Chair of the 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. From 2011-2014, she accompanied her husband, US 
Ambassador David Carden, during his ASEAN posting in Jakarta, Indonesia. She 
divides her time between an historic property in Tiverton, RI, and Chicago.  Riley has 
been on the BOM of the Providence Art Club for three years and is renewing for a 
final three-year term. She has been active on the Governance and Nominating 
Committees. With Patron member David Franklin, Riley is developing a new line of 
programming designed to address the interests of Patron members and to encourage 
the renewal of PAC’s founding culture of active Patron engagement.
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The Property Committee is responsible for all maintenance and capital improvements 
including the buildings, infrastructure and grounds. It seeks to incorporate 
functionality without sacrificing the Club’s historic character. We work closely with 
Seb Borges and the staff to maintain and preserve the interiors and exteriors of the 
Brick Club House, Fleur de Lys Studios, Deacon Taylor Studios, Seril Dodge House 
and Kitchen addition.

Your PAC Preservation Assessment and a portion of the rental income from the Fleur 
de Lys and Deacon Taylor Studios cover the majority of the expenses. 

During the 2025-2026 fiscal year several significant projects were completed totaling 
approximately $75,709. They include the following:
 1. The second phase of the exterior restoration of the Fleur de Lys Studios was 
completed, with the help of an additional grant of $4,300 from the 1772 Foundation 
and Preserve Rhode Island. The work included repairs to the decorative cement 
panels and re-coating them with 7 different colors of mineral-based paint and the 
application of gold leaf on the halos of the muses of Art, Architecture, and Sculpture 
that grace the gable-end. The painting and gold leaf was done by Johan Burman and 
Shawn Gilheeney, Providence Painted Signs. The cost was $8,470.
 2. The projecting metals signs at the entrances to the Club House and Dodge 
Gallery were re-painted – duplicating the original style. The bracket for the Club 
House sign had been damaged by a truck and required a welded structural repair. 
Providence Painted Signs did the work for $1,550.
 3. Five Twelve Restoration carpenters did interior and exterior repairs at Deacon 
Taylor Studios, including a new hand rail for the stairs to the third floor. In an effort to 
eliminate air-conditioning ventilation on the façade, two air-conditioning vents were 
installed on the east wall. 
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In addition, repairs were made to the balcony railing and trim around 2nd story front 
door at the Seril Dodge House. They also repaired the skylight leak in the stair hall 
between the Dodge House and the Classroom, as well as re-soldering leaking the 
copper roof in the elevator foyer. The total cost was $6,800.
 4. Medina Painting was hired to paint the exterior front façade of Deacon Taylor 
studios and the Dodge House gallery storefront and touch up the repairs on the 2nd 
floor. The cost was $18,510.
 5. Jose Bento Painting painted the baseboards in the Dodge Gallery, Mays 
Gallery, Angell’s Lane and the entire Class room, including sanding and varnishing 
the cabinets. The cost was $6,000.
 6. On the roof deck, off the classroom, the roof drain was clogged, causing water 
to back up and leak into the kitchen. Woods Rooter Service found the problem, which 
was a plastic water bottle that had found its way into the drain. It was removed for 
$571. This allowed us to go forward with the removal of the tree well in the center of 
the deck. WHAT Woodworking removed stone planter box by jack-hammer and 
repaired the roof and mahogany deck for $15,000. Bento Painting finished the job by 
painting the deck with a marine varnish a painting the metal railing and handrail for 
$8,000.
 7. Prime Heating and Cooling replace a large air conditioning condenser for 
$10,807.

Respectfully submitted,
Clark Schoettle, Chair
Property Committee
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STATISTICS as of April 30, 2026
Artists   338
 Exhibiting Artist 259
 Arts Professional 79
Patrons   311
Life Members  32
Total Membership  650 (449 women; 201 men)
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DEARLY DEPARTED

Mr. Robert Batting
Patron Member 2020
Passed 5/1/2025

Prof. Rosemary Prisco
Patron Member 1994
Passed 5/3/2025

Ms. Sharon D. Eisman
Patron Member 2023
Passed 5/26/2025

Mr. Daniel R. Mechnig
Patron Life Member 1985
Passed 6/20/2025

Prof. Michael C. J. Putnam
Patron Life Member 1967
Passed 8/19/2025

Mr. Peter G. Lisle
Patron Life Member 1977
Passed 8/21/2025

Mr. James B. Myette
Exhibiting Artist Life 
Member 1987
Passed 11/6/2025

Mr. Robert F. Venditto
President’s List, Exhibiting 
Artist Life Member 1987
Passed 11/9/2025

Dr. Philip McMaster
Arts Professional Life 
Member 1984
Passed 12/11/2025

Mr. Robert S. Walker
President’s List, Patron 
Life Member 1974
Passed 12/30/2025

Ms. Marilyn Kelly
Patron Life Member 2015
Passed 1/11/2026
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April 30, 2025   665 (453 women; 212 men)
April 30, 2024   664 (455 women; 209 men)
April 30, 2023   661 (451 women; 210 men)
April 30, 2022   648 (434 women; 214 men)
April 30, 2021   609 (402 women; 207 men)
April 30, 2020   617 (408 women; 209 men)
April 30, 2019   606 (402 women; 204 men)
April 30, 2018   608 (400 women; 208 men)
April 30, 2017   614 (395 women; 219 men)
April 30, 2016   617 (375 women; 242 men)

37 NEW & REINSTATED MEMBERS
May 2025 – April 2026
 
18 PATRONS:
David Tente
Leslie Tente
Dena Ackroyd
Jennifer Masiello
Amy Orth
Justine Turco
Mark Turco
Timothy Bruno
Cheryle Cantin
Carol Goulet
Jo-Ann Ryan
Beth Hopkins
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Carolyn Medina
Murray Norcross
Lynn Holstein
Leslie Sutton
Edward Biddle
Ridgely Biddle

Page 47



8 EXHIBITING ARTISTS:
Ian Mohon
Ed Rose
Carol McClees
Eveline Luppi
Lucy Yan
Martha Guillette
Mary Jane Andreozzi
Christine Wendel-Farrugia

11 ARTS PROFESSIONALS:
Terri Haas
Pamela Bhatia
Susan Egan Cromie
Kip McMahan
Melaine Ferdinand-King
Mahla Ebrahimpour
Marion White
Lorenzo Apicella
Emily Robichaud
Libby Slader
George Thrush

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Dr. Rebecca Silliman
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5 Members Transferred their 
Status to Exhibiting Artist:
Leslie Gernt
Suzanne O’Shea
Rebecca Hamilton Stockdill
Carol Beck
Samantha Becker

PAST PRESIDENTS
Harley Bartlett
Anthony Carcieri
Robert Emlen
Alice Miles
Thomas Reilly
Nancy Gaucher-Thomas
Shawn Kenney
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Committee members: Anne Carty, Co-Chair / Nancy Springett, Co-Chair, Birch Coffey, 
Roberta Wexler Ehrlich, Craig Masten, Vera Gierke, Elinor Thompson

The purpose of the Travel Committee is to provide art inspired educational trips for 
the members of the Providence Art Club. Unique tailored trips for artist members, 
patrons and guests are planned to learn about the art, history and culture of a 
destination, create art, memories and build friendships.

A group of 14 participants returned from the Japan trip organized through OAT, 
reporting an exceptional cultural experience and outstanding tour leadership.
In preparation for the trip, monthly lunch meetings were held featuring 
Japanese-inspired dishes prepared by Chef Scott. Guest speakers shared personal 
insights and expertise about Japan, including Nick Miles, Roberta Ehrlich, Monica Da 
Silva, Noriko Tsutsui, Keiko Marsh, and Anika Marsh. Presentations covered 
destinations included in the itinerary, Japanese customs and etiquette, and 
recommendations for restaurants and sites to visit in each city.

The Providence Art Club group participated in an exceptional OAT tour of Japan from 
April 11–25, 2026, featuring a rich combination of cultural immersion, historical 
exploration, art, cuisine, and personal interaction with local residents. The itinerary 
included visits to major historical and UNESCO World Heritage sites in Tokyo, 
Hakone, Kanazawa, and Kyoto, as well as museums, temples, gardens, and traditional 
villages.

A major highlight of the trip was the opportunity for hands-on cultural experiences, 
including papermaking, gold leaf application, drumming, Shibori silk dyeing, sushi 
preparation, and mochi pounding. Participants also met with a wide range of local 
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individuals, including sumo wrestlers, Geisha, a Buddhist monk, artisans, and host 
families. Particularly memorable were home visits in Kanazawa, where small groups 
spent time with local residents for a cultural exchange including opportunities to wear 
traditional kimonos. cultural practices firsthand. During the trip, the group also 
visited several artisan specialists to observe traditional Japanese crafts and cultural 
practices firsthand. These visits included demonstrations and presentations by a wood 
marquetry craftsman, a wood block printing artist, and a Samurai sword expert, 
providing participants with a deeper appreciation for Japan’s artistic heritage and 
skilled craftsmanship.

The culinary component of the trip was equally engaging, with participants enjoying 
traditional Japanese cuisine, local markets, sushi instruction from a master chef, and 
cooking demonstrations with community volunteers. Additional experiences included 
a catamaran ride with views of Mt. Fuji, visits to hot springs in Hakone, walks 
through bamboo forests and sculpture gardens, and travel on Japan’s famous bullet 
train.

Throughout the journey, the group gained a deeper appreciation for Japanese history, 
culture, craftsmanship, and hospitality. The trip also involved substantial daily 
walking and extensive use of local transportation, contributing to a more authentic 
travel experience.

Special recognition was given to the group’s OAT guide, Ellie, whose extensive 
knowledge, organization, and hospitality greatly enhanced the experience for all 14 
travelers. Her preparation meetings before departure and insightful guidance 
throughout the tour made the trip both educational and memorable.

The Travel Committee continues to strive towards curating exceptional art-inspired 
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trips that offer educational and enriching experiences for all members of the 
Providence Art Club.

These trips support the Providence Art Club's mission by fostering camaraderie 
among members, strengthening existing friendships, offering opportunities to make 
new friends, and creating lasting memories through unique travel experiences. By 
participating in these art-inspired journeys, members not only gain cultural and 
educational enrichment but also form deep personal connections with fellow art 
enthusiasts.

Prior to each trip, the group would meet to learn about the art and places they will 
visit, and practice speaking the language. These meetings serve as an opportunity for 
travelers to get to know each other, ask questions about the trip, and build excitement 
for the upcoming adventure. This preparation ensures that the participants are 
well-informed and culturally attuned, enhancing their overall experience.

Two members were added to the committee, Vera Gierke and Elinor Thompson.
We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to those who have made these 
enriching travel experiences possible. The dedication and hard work of various 
individuals have been instrumental in ensuring the success of our programs. This 
collaborative effort has fostered a spirit of unity and enthusiasm among our members, 
making each trip a truly memorable experience. Thanks to Seb Borges and his team 
for supporting our travel events, including Alda Borges, Brenda Kercz, Julia 
Johnstone, Benjamin Borges, Michael Rose and Chef Scott King for creating 
destination-inspired menus.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Springett and Anne Carty, Co-Chairs
Travel Committee
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The Treasurer works with the Finance Committee to monitor the finances of the 
Providence Art Club, allocate the resources needed to deliver an exceptional member 
experience, and ensure that the club as the financial strength to continue to deliver 
that experience in the future.

We are still awaiting the results of our annual audit for the fiscal year ending April 30, 
2026. The audit always produces some adjustments but based on preliminary 
numbers, we experience a net overall surplus after including the effects of 
non-operating items such as investment gains, interest income, the expansion 
assessment, interest expense, bequests, and depreciation. 

From a balance sheet perspective, the Club continues to be in a strong financial 
position. In Fiscal Year 2025-2026 we saw an increase in total net assets of over 
$600,000. This was due in part to the growth across our various investment and 
endowment portfolios, which as of the end April stood at $4.2M total. The Club also 
benefited greatly from the auction, which to date has generated over $160,000 for the 
benefit of our Collection and Club. When you include all our other assets including 
our historic buildings and properties, our total net assets stand at $6.3M. This puts the 
Club in a solid position to continue our mission for the foreseeable future. 

From an operational perspective, however, we continue to experience a loss, primarily 
because the amount of dues and fees we collect do not cover the full cost of operating 
the Club at its current level of services to Members (operating income covers roughly 
85% of operating expenses). Over the past 5+ years we have been able to cover the 
remaining 15% through cash that we have accumulated from various sources over 
time, but earlier this year we needed to withdraw some funds from our investment 
portfolio to help cover operating expenses. 
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While our most recent dues increase of 5% has helped us to keep up with inflation, it 
hasn’t enabled us to close that gap between operating income and operating costs. 
Over the 2026-2027 fiscal year we will be taking the opportunity to broadly review the 
Club’s financial approach considering both the high quality of services we are 
committed to provide our existing members as well as our mission to keep this 
wonderful 146-year-old Club going strong for generations to come. You’ll be hearing 
more about this effort in the coming year, as we want to engage with Members along 
the way.  

I would like to thank Brenda Kercz for her work doing our bookkeeping, interacting 
with a variety of the Club’s suppliers and vendors, and fielding many account-related 
questions that arise from our Members. Many thanks also to Seb and our wonderful 
staff for all they do to make the Club so special. Thank you to the members of the 
Finance Committee as well as the Investment and Development Committees for their 
excellent work this year. And to our membership, thank you for your continued 
support of our very special Club. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your 
Treasurer this year.

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Lunt, Treasurer 
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