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Meet the Visionaries Behind Providence’s Public 
Art Revolution - The Avenue Concept

Th e Providence Art Club welcomes the leadership team from Th e Avenue 
Concept for this month's Art Lunch on Wednesday April 29th, from 
11:30am - 2pm to learn how their pioneering work is redefi ning the 
artistic and cultural landscape of the Creative Capital.
 For over a decade, Th e Avenue Concept has led the creation 
of the "Museum Without Walls" that Providence is today. From 
the internationally recognized murals downtown to the innovative 
Ripples Project, which turned over 50 utility boxes into art with 
powerful messages and thousands of square feet of new mural space, 
Th e Avenue Concept has fundamentally changed how we interact with the city we 
call home.
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Holy Radiance by Ben Keller

Still Here by Gaia

Members Night:
The Rise of Art Clubs in 
America
 Join PAC Gallery Manager 
Michael Rose, on April 17th, 
for an engaging lecture on some 
of the nation's historic art clubs 
and associations. Founded in 1880, 
the Providence Art Club came 
into being in an exciting moment 
alongside other organizations like 
the Philadelphia Sketch Club, the 
Salmagundi Club in New York, 
the Copley Society of Boston, and 
others. In this program, Michael will 
discuss the history of art clubs in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries and their role in shaping 
art culture in the United States. 
Learn more about key organizations 
and how the history of these unique 
places, including PAC, can inspire 
artists and art lovers today.
 Enjoy a menu of Arroz Con 
Pollo a classic savory Latin American 
braised chicken & rice with crispy 
plantains followed by
Spanish Style Flan with Chantilly 
cream & berries for dessert. Be sure 
to pair your meal with a wine from 
our selection or one of Angell's 
Lane specialty crafted mocktails 
and cocktails! $38++per person
Reserve your table today with Alda 
Borges, Dining Room Manager, at 
reservations@providenceartclub.org

Founded by a diverse group of artists in 1880, the Providence 
Art Club elevates the power of art by supporting and promoting 
the creation and exhibition of art in its historic home.  Fostering 

“the art of camaraderie” among its members, the Club also 
champions the arts in the wider community.



 We expect to be able to meet 
at least three times during the course 
of the term, and more often based on 
guild members’ preference. Given that 
this will be new to members, we’ll be 
particularly sensitive to their interests. 
 Communications will be 
member driven once those that are 
interested have contacted Saman to 
join. 
 Members and their guests are 
welcome to join. Th ose attending will 
be responsible for theater admissions 
and refreshments ordered from the 
PAC menu during the following 
discussions. 

To join, 
email: 
Saman 
Sajasi,
Education Coordinator, at
saman@providenceartclub.org

5th Annual 
Community 
Invitational

 On view through April 16th in 
Dodge House Gallery, enjoy a group 
exhibition featuring 30 local artists 
selected by the gallery staff . 
 Th e 5th Annual Community 
Invitational is a newer tradition at 
the Art Club. It off ers talented non-
members the opportunity to show in 

EDUCATION
Engagement

Introducing: 
the PAC Theater Guild

 Proposed by Angel Dean and 
Nickerson Miles, both of whom 
are theater enthusiasts, the Theater 
Guild was formed to appeal to PAC 
members who enjoy attending live, 
regional theater. 
 Th e Guild expects to attend 
two or three productions during the 
Spring Term, and then to meet at 
the Club for lunch or evening events 
to discuss both the content and the 
production aspects of those plays. 
 To the extent we can attend 
productions as a group, we will. But 
the analysis and discussion following 
a selected production will be more 
important. 

Spring Session 2026 is March 30th - June 1st

a group exhibition at the Club and 
invites PAC members to experience 
work by artists they may not yet know. 
 In the Club's founding 
documents the earliest PAC members 
stated their wish to exhibit works 
of art by "both members and those 
who are invited", and this show is a 
continuation of that goal. 
 Don't miss the exhibition and 
the remarkably varied works from 
paintings and ceramics to mixed 
media by some of the region's most 
exciting artists.

Questions? Contact Michael 
Rose,Gallery Manager by emailing: 

michael@providenceartclub.org
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with Saman Sajasi

Dear 
Members,

We welcome 
spring and all the 
rejuvenation and 
growth that it 
brings!
 I hope you had 

a chance to enjoy the spectacular Spring 
Member’s Exhibition and the crowd-
favorite College Biennial Exhibition that 
recently closed, both wonderful examples 
of artistic inspiration & innovation at 
every stage of life. Congratulations to 
awards winners and all participants.
 With the spring season always 
comes the Club’s Annual Meeting & 
Strawberry Festival celebration. As 
outgoing President, I look forward to 
another chance to meet with all of you in 
the Maxwell Mays Gallery to discuss the 
successes of the past year as an institution 
and thank our dedicated volunteers & 
staff  for their contributions. 
 Information regarding reports and 
voting recommendations will be on your 
doorstep and in your inbox shortly, so 
please keep an eye out for this important 
notice. Save the date for Wednesday, June 
10th and I hope to see you there!
 Please don’t hesitate to share 
your questions or comments with me at 
president@providenceartclub.org.
  

Lorraine Hynes, President

Your Officers & Board of Managers
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Offi  cers

Lorraine Hynes President | President@ProvidenceArtClub.org
Bill Lane Vice President | Vice-President@ProvidenceArtClub.org
Steve Lunt Treasurer | Treasurer@ProvidenceArtClub.org
Caroline Reed Secretary | Secretary@ProvidenceArtClub.org
Michael Manni Assist. Secretary/Treasurer  

Board of Managers

Carol Beagan (‘25-‘28)

Lisa Browning (‘25-‘28)

Peter D’Amico (‘24-‘27)

Wayne Franklin (‘25-‘28)

Lorraine Hynes (‘20-‘26)

Bill Lane (‘23-‘26)

Steve Lunt (‘24-‘27)

Michael J. Manni (‘21-‘27)

Nickerson B. Miles (‘20-‘27)

Caroline Reed (‘19-‘26)

Rebecca Riley (‘23-‘26)

Brent Runyon (‘24-‘27)

Anne P. Wert (‘24-‘27)

Gallery CHAT
with Michael Rose



Meet our guest speakers: 
Mica Bolotin, Executive Director: Leading Th e Avenue Concept’s strategic 

operations, Mica oversees the complex logistics and community partnerships 
required to turn underutilized urban spaces into vibrant cultural landmarks.

Kamryn Hoag, Development and Communications Manager: Th e voice 
behind Th e Avenue Concept’s mission, Kamryn bridges the gap between artists 
and the public, ensuring that the stories of our city’s creators are heard and that 
the infrastructure for public art remains robust.

Chris Donovan, Board Chair: A seasoned community catalyst and 
storyteller (well-known for his leadership with WaterFire), Chris brings a unique 
perspective on how public art fosters a sense of belonging and civic pride.
 During this session, our guests will discuss the "how" of public art: the 
curation of large-scale sculptures, the management of the 365-foot "Legal Wall" (a 
legal street art zone), and the strategic vision that has placed Providence alongside 
international art destinations like Miami, Vienna, and Oslo.
 Whether you are a fellow artist, a dedicated patron, or a champion of 
PVD’s artistic vibrancy, this luncheon off ers a rare opportunity to engage with the 
architects of our city's most visible successes.
 Join us for an afternoon of inspiration, dialogue, and a celebration of the art 
that belongs to all of us.
 Th is lunch is open to members and their guests as a part of the Patron 
Programs & Partnerships initiative. 

Reservations can be made with Julia Johnstone, Membership Services 
Coordinator, at 401.331.1114 x116 or email: julia@providenceartclub.org
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Happy Birthday, Joan! 
In 2019, longtime member Joan 

Boghossian suggested at an all members 
meeting that celebrating one's own 
birthday was a wonderful chance to give 
back to this place we love.

 Since Joan's birthday was in March, 
we think of her especially at this time. If 
you have celebrated a birthday recently or 
are looking forward to one, please think 

of making a contribution to the Joan 
Boghossian Birthday Fund.

 We’d like to thank every member 
that has donated as all contributions go 
into the endowment fund, so this gift 
continues to give in perpetuity.

If you'd like to donate, please 
contact Brenda Kercz, Bookkeeper, by 
emailing: brenda@providenceartclub.org
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The Providence Art Club presents Mother's Day Brunch

FOOD
Drink

with Chef Scott King

Connections 
              Near & Far

Reciprocal Club Reciprocal Club 
Testimonial from Club Testimonial from Club 
Member Tripp EvansMember Tripp Evans
Th e Providence Art Club has reciprocal 
agreements with several private clubs 
statewide, nationwide and internationally 
to take care of our beloved members 
during their time away. Tripp Evans 
traveled to London this past holiday 
season and had this to say:

"Reminiscing on a quick trip to London 
for the holidays and I can't recommend 
highly enough PAC's reciprocal partner 
in town, the Union Club. Tucked along 
Greek Street in SoHo, one tube stop 
away from the West End theater district, 
it has a cozy bohemian vibe; every lamp 
in the place is diff erent, and the hi-low 
vibe of good paintings next to fl ea-
market fi nds is really charming (this is 
not a place that takes itself too seriously). 
Th e staff  are welcoming and the food 
is both delicious and unpretentious -- 
along the lines of a gastro-pub, with a 
live piano player playing jazz in the 
hallway between the dining rooms. 
We liked it so much we came back the 
following night just for drinks (they 
reserved a couch for us). It was terrifi c 
to encounter an uncrowded PAC-away-
from home, when so many London bars 
and restaurants were jam-packed. I only 
wish they had hotel rooms!"

- Tripp Evans, PAC Member 

Soup
Roasted Carrot & Fennel Bisque

Salad
Tomato, Basil, and Vidalia Onion on a 

bed of Spring Lettuces
served with balsamic vinaigrette

Brunch Items
 Smoked Salmon Platter

Scrambled Eggs
Eggs Benedict with Hollandaise

Crispy Bacon or Breakfast Sausage
Assorted Breakfast Pastry Basket

Waffl  e Station with assorted toppings

Entrees
Roasted Cod 

with tomato and olive tapenade
Chicken Piccata 
with artichokes

Cheese Tortellini 
with pink vodka sauce
Carved Roast Sirloin

Roasted Assorted Potatoes & Mixed 
Spring Vegetables

Dessert Bar
an array of delectable selections prepared 

by Chef Scott and his wonderful 
culinary team!

$70++per person  •  Sunday, May 10th 10AM-1PM 
reservations@providenceartclub.org



Meet Shakira, 

the newest member of our 
kitchen staff ! 

Shakira moved from Selma, 
Alabama 8 years ago to pursue 
a career in culinary arts. She is 
a graduate of Johnson & Wales 
with a Bachelors in Food Service 
Management and a Masters 
in Culinary Education. Her 
experience in various culinary 
avenues, including meal prep, 
catering and other fast paced 
kitchens makes her a great 
addition to the PAC culinary 
team. Shakira has a passion for 
educating others and hopes to 
inspire youth through culinary 
as she continues to learn all that 
the culinary world has to off er. 

WHEN IS A CHAIR 
NOT JUST A CHAIR?
(Hint: When it’s Art.)
A Sunday Salon at the 
Providence Art Club
APRIL 19 | 12:30PM – 2PM
Have you ever looked 
at a breathtaking 18th-

century tapestry and wondered 
why it’s labeled "decorative," 

while a painting with three red 
squares is celebrated as "Fine Art"? 

Or perhaps you’ve had a trace of guilt for 
loving a hand-thrown ceramic vessel just 
as much as a bronze sculpture?

It’s time to stop apologizing for the 
"useful" or the “decorative” and start 
celebrating the "extraordinary" and 
“beautiful”.
 Join us in the Founders’ Room 
on Sunday, April 19, for a spirited, 
light-hearted, and perhaps somewhat 
rebellious exploration of the falling wall 
between fi ne and decorative art. We’re 
exploring the history of why we started 
"ranking" beauty in the fi rst place - and 
why, in 2026, those old classifi cations 
are fi nally freeing our sense of aesthetics 
and allowing us to be proud of our 
adornments.

Whether you are an artist who works 
with fi ber, wood, or clay, or a collector 
hoping to refi ne your eye for the next 
"functional" masterpiece, this Salon is for 
you. We’ll discuss why "utilitarian" isn't a 
dirty word and how the most prestigious 
galleries in the world are fi nally catching 
up to what we’ve known all along: If it 
moves the soul, it belongs in the canon.
 Come for the controversy, stay 
for the camaraderie, and leave with 
a newfound 
permission to call 
your favorite chair 
or teapot a work 
of "True Art."
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Th ursday Night 
Dinner
5pm - 8pm

3 4

Private Event

5
CLUB 

CLOSED
Easter Sunday

6 7

Private Event

8 9 10

Private Event

11

12 13 14

Private Event

15
Board of 
Managers 
Meeting
4:30pm

16

Private Event

17
Members' Night 
Dinner 
6pm - 9pm

18

19
Sunday Brunch 
10am - 1pm
Salon
12:30pm - 2pm
Gallery 
Opening 
2pm - 4pm

20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29
Art Lunch & 
Program with 
Th e Avenue 
Concept
11:30am - 2pm

30
Th ursday Night 
Dinner 
5pm - 8pm

APRIL

MAY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7

Private Event

8 9

10
Mothers Day 
Brunch
10am - 1pm

11

Private Event

12 13 14

Private Event

15

Private Event

16

Private Event

17
Sunday Salon
12pm - 2pm

Gallery Opening
2pm - 4pm

18

Private Event

19

Private Event

20
Board of 
Managers 
Meeting
4:30pm

21
Th ursday Night 
Dinner
5pm - 8pm

22 23

24

CLUB 
CLOSED

Memorial Day

25

CLUB 
CLOSED

Memorial Day

26 27

Private Event

28
Art Lunch & 
Program
11:30am - 2pm

Art After Dark
4pm - 7pm

29
Members' Night 
Dinner: 
Casino Night! 
6pm - 9pm

Private Event

30

Private Event

31

Gallery 
Opening
2pm - 4pm




